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English-Chinese bilingualized learners’ dictionaries are hugely popular with 
tertiary-level Chinese EFL students. However, this type of dictionary has drawn little 
attention from scholars of dictionary use studies in China. This research aims to 
investigate the use and usefulness of bilingualized dictionaries (BLDs) for vocabulary 
learning. It consists of four independent yet interrelated studies, each of which focuses 
on one of the following areas: 
1. the general use of BLDs in daily learning settings and users’ perceptions and 
needs,  
2. the effectiveness of BLD use for vocabulary learning in reading context, 
3. the effectiveness of BLD use for vocabulary learning in sentence context, and 
4. the lookup behavior of BLD users and its impact on vocabulary learning in 
CALL context. 
In addition to the above-mentioned research topics, the author also intends to 
look into the following aspects of BLD use which are integrated into most of the four 
studies: 
5. the differences between BLDs of different media, i.e. paper version vs. 
electronic form in terms of general use and evaluation and also in terms of 
their effectiveness for vocabulary learning; and 
6. the differences between BLD users at different levels of vocabulary 
proficiency with regard to dictionary use and vocabulary learning outcomes. 
Participants of the research are undergraduate English majors from several 
universities in Fujian province. Different methods were adopted for different studies. 
The first study is a questionnaire survey aiming to find out how BLDs are 
usually used in daily learning settings, how they are perceived and evaluated by 
students, what are the differences between BLDs of different media and what are the 
needs of BLD users. As a foundation for the subsequent studies of the research, the 
first study confirms the popularity of BLDs and the wide and favorable recognition 
they have gained. It also yielded some assumptions and claims that formed hypotheses 
















The second study explores the role of BLD use in L2 vocabulary learning in 
reading context. Students engaged in a reading task were divided into three groups 
under different reading conditions: with the aid of a desktop electronic BLD, a print 
BLD of the same version, or without access to the dictionary. After the task 
completion, an unexpected retention test was conducted requesting the students to 
recall the meaning of the target words imbedded in the reading text. A week later, the 
same retention test was done again. It is found that BLD use can effectively facilitate 
vocabulary comprehension and enhance incidental vocabulary acquisition. There is no 
significant difference between the print and the electronic BLDs in their usefulness 
for vocabulary learning. In other words, the outcomes of vocabulary learning are not 
dependent on the form of BLDs. Nevertheless, the electronic BLD shows some 
superiority over the print one in its effectiveness for vocabulary retention. Students 
varying on vocabulary proficiency levels and reading conditions fare differently on 
incidental vocabulary acquisition. 
The third study involves comparisons between a BLD and two dictionaries of 
other types, one bilingual, the other monolingual. Students were given a list of ten 
target words, each of which was involved in a definition-selection task, a 
sentence-translation task and a sentence-writing task, and instructed to finish the tasks 
with the aid of one of the three dictionaries mentioned above. After the task 
completion, without advance notice, they were given retention tests about the target 
words, including a form-recognition test, a meaning-recognition test and a 
meaning-recall test, the latter two of which were repeated a week later. The study 
reveals a clear advantage of the BLD for vocabulary task completion over the other 
two dictionaries. For vocabulary retention, BLD use also yields substantially better 
results of meaning-recall tests and it proves to be significantly more effective than the 
bilingual dictionary for meaning-recognition, although in terms of form recognition, 
these three dictionary groups do not differ sharply. The study also indicates that 
students using different dictionary types and varying on vocabulary proficiency levels 
fare differently on incidental vocabulary acquisition. 
The fourth study is concerned with the use of a specially designed CALL 
program which includes dictionary information of a widely used BLD and materials 
of a reading task. Ten target words were integrated into the reading text, for which 
dictionary information was provided. The BLD entry information was split into 















translation, L2 definition + L1 translation, example, and derived words etc. Students’ 
each click on the dictionary information was registered by log files. After the task 
completion, students were given an unexpected retention test to recall the meaning of 
the target words. This experimental study explores the language-oriented lookup 
behavior of BLD users and its impact on vocabulary learning in CALL context. It is 
found that students’ overall language preference is to read both L2 definition and L1 
translation in BLD entries; L1 is also used by quite many students and L2 is the least 
popular option. Different words are consulted with different lookup options and 
different students follow different lookup patterns. On the whole, the combined use of 
L2 and L1 information leads to the best results of vocabulary retention. The study also 
manifests that there is no strong correlation between the amount of dictionary activity 
and the outcomes of vocabulary learning. Furthermore, students’ vocabulary 
proficiency is not significantly associated with their lookup preference or the amount 
of dictionary activity, although it is a strong predictor of vocabulary learning 
outcomes. 
As the first large-scale and systematic investigation into BLD use in mainland 
China, the research presents an interesting and illuminating picture of dictionary use 
in task-based L2 vocabulary learning. It confirms the positive role the BLD can play 
for vocabulary task completion and incidental vocabulary acquisition under different 
learning contexts. It also supports the claim that this type of dictionary can cater to a 
variety of lookup possibilities and individualized lookup patterns. In addition, the 
research throws some light on the differences between BLDs in the paper and 
electronic form and between students at different vocabulary proficiency levels. 
Furthermore, the author also identified some specific problems with BLD use during 
vocabulary take completion. The findings of the research are of direct relevance to L2 
vocabulary teaching, dictionary use instruction and lexicographic practice. 
 
 
Key Words:  dictionary use;  vocabulary learning;  bilingualized dictionaries; 







































































































Abstract ....................................................................................................................................... I 
List of Abbreviations ...................................................................................................... XVI 
List of Tables ..................................................................................................................... XVII 
List of Figures ...................................................................................................................... XX 
Chapter 1 Introduction ...................................................................................................... 1 
1.1 Rationale behind BLDs ................................................................................... 1 
1.2 Motivation for the research ............................................................................ 6 
1.2.1 The popularity of BLDs with tertiary-level Chinese EFL students ........ 6 
1.2.2 The research gap in empirical BLD studies in mainland China ............. 7 
1.2.3 The rise of electronic dictionaries ........................................................... 8 
1.3 Role of dictionary use in L2 vocabulary learning ........................................ 9 
1.3.1 Dictionary use as a strategy of L2 vocabulary learning .......................... 9 
1.3.2 The dictionary and L2 vocabulary learning .......................................... 11 
1.3.3 Dictionary use: intentional or incidental learning ................................. 12 
1.4 Aims of the research ...................................................................................... 13 
1.5 Outline of the dissertation ............................................................................ 14 
Chapter 2 An Overview of Bilingualized Dictionaries ........................ 17 
2.1 BLDs: past and present ................................................................................ 17 
2.1.1 Bilingualization as a genre .................................................................... 17 
2.1.2 BLDs in China ...................................................................................... 18 
2.2 Categories and features of BLDs ................................................................. 20 
2.2.1 James’ typology of BLDs ...................................................................... 21 
2.2.2 Marello’s categorization of BLDs intended for learners ....................... 21 
2.3 BLDs: dictionary criticism ........................................................................... 22 
2.3.1 Perceived strengths and weaknesses of BLDs ...................................... 22 
2.3.2 BLDs and pedagogical lexicography .................................................... 25 
2.4 Empirical literature on BLD use ................................................................. 27 
2.4.1 Perceptions of BLDs and patterns of use .............................................. 27 















2.4.3 Investigations of language-oriented lookup preferences in CALL 
context ............................................................................................................ 33 
2.5 Summary ........................................................................................................ 35 
Chapter 3 A Literature Review of Dictionary Use and Vocabulary 
Learning ................................................................................................... 36 
3.1 A brief survey of dictionary use research .................................................... 36 
3.2 Incidental learning and intentional learning .............................................. 38 
3.2.1 Distinction between incidental and intentional learning ....................... 38 
3.2.2 Hypotheses about incidental vocabulary learning ................................ 41 
3.2.3 Incidental and intentional learning as technical terms .......................... 43 
3.3 Vocabulary knowledge .................................................................................. 44 
3.3.1 What is involved in knowing a word? .................................................. 44 
3.3.2 What affects the learning of words? ..................................................... 46 
3.4 Dictionary use studies in vocabulary learning ........................................... 48 
3.4.1 Is dictionary useful at all for vocabulary learning? .............................. 48 
3.4.2 Which type of dictionary is more effective for vocabulary learning? .. 53 
3.4.3 Task-based investigations into incidental vocabulary acquisition ........ 58 
3.5 Methodological issues in dictionary use studies ......................................... 58 
3.5.1 Background-oriented methods .............................................................. 58 
3.5.2 Process-oriented methods ..................................................................... 61 
3.5.3 Result-oriented methods ....................................................................... 64 
3.6 Summary ........................................................................................................ 67 
Chapter 4 A Survey of BLD Use in EFL Learning Context................ 68 
4.1 Research questions ........................................................................................ 68 
4.2 Design issues .................................................................................................. 68 
4.3 Participants .................................................................................................... 69 
4.4 Procedure ....................................................................................................... 70 
4.5 Results and Findings ..................................................................................... 71 
4.5.1 General information .............................................................................. 71 
4.5.2 Use of BLDs ......................................................................................... 73 
4.5.3 Perception and evaluation of BLDs ...................................................... 78 
4.5.4 Needs of BLD users .............................................................................. 82 















4.7 Summary ........................................................................................................ 89 
Chapter 5 BLD Use and Vocabulary Learning in Reading Context .. 90 
5.1 Research hypotheses ..................................................................................... 90 
5.2 Design issues .................................................................................................. 91 
5.2.1 Selection of the reading material and target lexical items .................... 91 
5.2.2 Design of the reading task ..................................................................... 92 
5.2.3 Design of the vocabulary retention tests ............................................... 94 
5.2.4 Selection of the BLDs and solution to the problem of dictionary 
underuse ......................................................................................................... 94 
5.2.5 Selection of the Vocabulary Levels Test ............................................... 96 
5.3 Participants .................................................................................................... 98 
5.4 Testing and scoring procedures ................................................................... 98 
5.5 Results .......................................................................................................... 101 
5.5.1 Vocabulary comprehension ................................................................. 101 
5.5.2 Vocabulary retention ........................................................................... 103 
5.5.3 Vocabulary levels and reading conditions ........................................... 105 
5.6 Interpretation and discussion .................................................................... 109 
5.6.1 BLD use vs. contextual guessing ........................................................ 109 
5.6.2 BLD use and incidental vocabulary acquisition ................................. 111 
5.6.3 Comparison between BLDs in paper and electronic form .................. 113 
5.6.4 The effects of vocabulary levels and reading conditions on incidental 
vocabulary acquisition ................................................................................. 115 
5.7 Summary .......................................................................................... 116 
Chapter 6 BLD Use and Vocabulary Learning in Sentence Context
 ................................................................................................................. 117 
6.1 Research hypotheses ................................................................................... 117 
6.2 Design issues ................................................................................................ 117 
6.2.1 Design of the vocabulary tasks ........................................................... 118 
6.2.2 Selection of the target lexical items .................................................... 119 
6.2.3 Design of the retention tests ................................................................ 119 
6.2.4 Selection of the dictionaries ................................................................ 120 
6.3 Participants .................................................................................................. 122 















6.5 Results and findings .................................................................................... 125 
6.5.1 Vocabulary comprehension and production ........................................ 125 
6.5.2 Vocabulary retention ........................................................................... 128 
6.5.3 Vocabulary levels and dictionary types ............................................... 132 
6.6 Interpretation and discussion .................................................................... 135 
6.6.1 BLD use and task completion ............................................................. 135 
6.6.2 Problems with BLD use during task completion ................................ 138 
6.6.3 BLD use and incidental vocabulary acquisition ................................. 142 
6.6.4 The effects of vocabulary levels and dictionary types on incidental 
vocabulary acquisition ................................................................................. 144 
6.7 Summary ...................................................................................................... 145 
Chapter 7 BLD Lookup Behavior and Vocabulary Learning in CALL 
Context ................................................................................................... 147 
7.1 Research hypotheses ................................................................................... 147 
7.2 Design issues ................................................................................................ 148 
7.2.1 A specially designed CALL program .................................................. 148 
7.2.2 Design of the reading task ................................................................... 153 
7.2.3 Design of the vocabulary retention test .............................................. 153 
7.2.4 A pilot study ........................................................................................ 154 
7.3 Participants .................................................................................................. 154 
7.4 Testing and scoring procedures ................................................................. 155 
7.5 Results and findings .................................................................................... 156 
7.5.1 Selections of three language options ................................................... 156 
7.5.2 Language-oriented lookup behavior ................................................... 158 
7.5.3 Amount of dictionary activity ............................................................. 162 
7.5.4 Students’ vocabulary proficiency levels.............................................. 164 
7.6 Interpretation and discussion .................................................................... 166 
7.6.1 Overall language preference of BLD users engaged in reading ......... 166 
7.6.2 BLD lookup behavior and incidental vocabulary acquisition ............. 167 
7.6.3 Vocabulary proficiency, BLD use and vocabulary learning ................ 169 
7.7 Summary ...................................................................................................... 170 
Chapter 8 Conclusion ........................................................................... 172 















8.1.1 General dictionary use, BLD evaluation and BLD users’ needs ......... 172 
8.1.2 Comparisons between PBLDs and EBLDs ......................................... 173 
8.1.3 BLD use and vocabulary task completion .......................................... 175 
8.1.4 BLD use and incidental vocabulary acquisition ................................. 176 
8.1.5 BLD use and users’ vocabulary proficiency levels ............................. 177 
8.1.6 BLD lookup behavior and vocabulary learning .................................. 178 
8.2 Implications of the research ....................................................................... 179 
8.2.1 Implications for L2 vocabulary pedagogy .......................................... 179 
8.2.2 Implications for dictionary use instruction ......................................... 181 
8.2.3 Implications for lexicographic practice .............................................. 182 
8.3 Innovations of the research ........................................................................ 184 
8.4 Limitations of the research ......................................................................... 186 
8.5 Suggestions for future research ................................................................. 187 
Appendices ............................................................................................. 189 
References .............................................................................................. 220 



















摘要 ············································································· IV 
缩写说明 ····································································· XVI 
表格 ·········································································· XVII 
图表 ············································································ XX 
第一章  绪论 ··································································· 1 
1.1 双解词典的理据 ····································································· 1 
1.2 本研究的动因 ········································································ 6 
1.2.1 双解词典在国内大学的普遍使用 ··········································· 6 
1.2.2 双解词典实证研究的空白 ··················································· 7 
1.2.3 电子类词典的迅速崛起 ······················································ 8 
1.3 词典使用在二语词汇习得中的作用 ·············································· 9 
1.3.1 词典使用：二语词汇习得策略之一 ········································ 9 
1.3.2 词典与二语词汇习得 ························································ 11 
1.3.3 词典使用：刻意习得还是附带习得 ······································ 12 
1.4 研究目的 ············································································ 13 
1.5 论文提纲 ············································································ 14 
第二章 双解词典文献综述  ················································ 17 
2.1 双解词典的过去和现在 ·························································· 17 
2.1.1 双解词典类型 ································································ 17 
2.1.2 双解词典在国内的现状 ···················································· 18 
2.2 双解词典的分类和特征 ·························································· 20 
2.2.1 James 的分类·································································· 21 
2.2.2 Marello 对学习型双解词典的分类 ······································· 21 
2.3 双解词典的词典批评 ····························································· 22 















2.3.2 双解词典与教学词典学 ···················································· 25 
2.4 双解词典的实证研究文献 ······················································· 27 
2.4.1 对双解词典的看法和使用习惯 ··········································· 27 
2.4.2 双解词典与其他类型词典使用效果的对比  ··························· 30 
2.4.3 CALL 环境下以语言为取向的词典使用偏好研究 ···················· 33 
2.5 小结 ·················································································· 35 
第三章 词典使用与词汇习得文献综述 ··································· 36 
3.1 词典使用研究简述 ································································ 36 
3.2 附带习得与刻意习得 ····························································· 38 
3.2.1 附带习得与刻意习得的区别 ·············································· 38 
3.2.2 词汇附带习得假设  ························································ 41 
3.2.3 作为术语使用的附带习得和刻意习得 ·································· 43 
3.3 词汇知识 ············································································ 44 
3.3.1 词汇习得的内涵 ····························································· 44 
3.3.2 影响词汇习得的因素 ······················································· 46 
3.4 词汇习得中的词典使用研究 ···················································· 48 
3.4.1 词典使用是否有利于词汇学习？ ········································ 48 
3.4.2 何种词典类型更有利于词汇学习? ······································· 53 
3.4.3 基于任务的词汇附带习得研究 ··········································· 58 
3.5 词典使用研究的方法 ····························································· 58 
3.5.1 针对词典使用背景的研究方法  ········································· 58 
3.5.2 针对词典使用过程的研究方法  ········································· 61 
3.5.3 针对词典使用结果的研究方法 ··········································· 64 
3.6 小结 ·················································································· 67 
第四章 EFL 学习中的双解词典使用调查研究 ························· 68 
4.1 研究问题 ············································································ 68 
4.2 研究设计 ············································································ 68 
4.3 参与者 ··············································································· 69 















4.5 结果与发现 ········································································· 71 
4.5.1 总体情况 ······································································ 71 
4.5.2 双解词典的使用习惯 ······················································· 73 
4.5.3 对双解词典的看法和评价 ················································· 78 
4.5.4 双解词典使用者的需求 ···················································· 82 
4.6 分析与讨论 ········································································· 86 
4.7 小结 ·················································································· 89 
第五章 阅读语境下的双解词典使用与词汇学习 ······················· 90 
5.1 研究假设  ··········································································· 90 
5.2 研究设计 ············································································ 91 
5.2.1 阅读材料和目标词项的选择 ·············································· 91 
5.2.2 阅读任务的设计 ····························································· 92 
5.2.3 词汇记忆测试的设计 ······················································· 94 
5.2.4 双解词典的选择及预防词典使用过少的措施 ························· 94 
5.2.5 词汇水平测试的选择 ······················································· 96 
5.3 参与者 ··············································································· 98 
5.4 测试和评分过程 ··································································· 98 
5.5 结果与发现 ········································································ 101 
5.5.1 词汇理解 ····································································· 101 
5.5.2 词汇记忆 ····································································· 103 
5.5.3 词汇水平与阅读条件  ···················································· 105 
5.6 分析与谈论 ········································································ 109 
5.6.1 双解词典使用策略与语境猜测策略 ···································· 109 
5.6.2 双解词典使用与词汇附带习得 ·········································· 111 
5.6.3 纸质双解词典与电子双解词典使用效果的比较 ····················· 113 
5.6.4 词汇水平与阅读条件对词汇附带习得的影响 ························· 115 
5.7 小结 ················································································· 116 
第六章 句子语境下的双解词典使用与词汇学习  ··················· 117 













Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
